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What is the Northwest Michigan 
Council of Governments?

A ten county public organization servicing the 

counties of Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, 

Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Manistee, 

Missaukee and Wexford

Providing:

ÁRegional Planning

ÁEconomic Development

ÁWorkforce Development

ÁConvening services for business, governmental, 

and nonprofit entities



Lake Michigan Watershed 
Academy III Project

ÁThe starting phase of a Regional 

Green Infrastructure Program

ÁFunded by the Lake Michigan 

Watershed Academy; U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency



PROCESS

1. Brought together interested stakeholders

2. Regional workshops for introduction of 

Green Infrastructure

3. Project materials presentations

4. Increase public awareness for protection of 

the community identified lands/ecosystems/ 

watersheds; and

5. Build partnerships with the local 

governments, organizations, agencies, and 

citizens.



Lake Michigan LAMP subgoals and 

relation to Green Infrastructure

1.Can we all eat any fish?

2.Can we drink the water?

3.Can we swim in the water?

4.Are all habitats healthy, naturally diverse, 

and sufficient 

5.Does the public have access to abundant 

open space, shoreline, and natural areas, 

and interaction with Lake Michigan?



Green Infrastructure

Adaptable term used to describe an 
array of products, technologies, and 
practices that use natural systems �±
or engineered systems that mimic 

natural processes �±to enhance 
overall environmental quality and 

provide utility services.


